
Reading with your child at home.  
 

Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, develops imagination and has educational benefits too. Just fifteen minutes 

a day can have a big impact on children of all age. Being a capable reader by eleven is vital to thrive at 

secondary school and in later life. 

Create a comfortable environment - Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read 

independently - or together. Switch off distractions.  

Read aloud regularly - Try to read to your child regularly. It is a special time to snuggle up and enjoy a story 

one to one. Stories matter and younger children love re-reading them and poring over the pictures. Try adding 

funny voices to bring characters to life. For older children the books cover more complex plots and interesting 

social issues so make great discussions. Reading a page each is something many older children enjoy.  

Encourage varied reading choice - Give children many opportunities to read different things in their own time. 

Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, First News or The Week, recipes and much more.  

Read together -   Choose a favourite time to read together as a family and enjoy it. This might be everyone 

reading the same book together, reading different things at the same time, or getting your children to read to 

each other. This time spent reading together can be relaxing for all. 

Make use of your local library - Join the local library and visit when you are able to and explore all sorts of 

reading ideas. Local libraries also offer brilliant online materials, including audiobooks and eBooks to borrow. 

Browsing time is vital. Bookshops also offer wonderful browsing opportunities, which is not available as easily by 

online shopping.  

Talk about books - This is a great way to make connections, develop understanding and make reading even more 

enjoyable. Start by discussing the front cover and talking about what it reveals and suggests the book could be 

about. Then talk about what you have been reading and share ideas. You could discuss something that happened 

that surprised you or something new that you found out. You could talk about how the book makes you feel and 

whether it reminds you of anything else. Discuss characters and their motives. Do they remind you of any other 

characters? Use the concept model if you feel it would help vary your questions.  

Bring reading to life - You could try cooking a recipe you have read together. Would you recommend it to a 

friend? Visit a place that you have read about. Try out an experiment from a science book or test a new 

sporting skill.  

Useful online resources 

 Love Reading 4 Kids – www.lovereading4kids.co.uk  - This site makes good recommendations for 

different age groups or interests. It often will allow your child to read the first few pages to see if a 

text engages them.  

 First News     https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-issue/ 

 Oxford Owl   https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/storyteller-videos/storyteller-videos-traditional-tales/ 

 Booktrust      https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/ 

For emerging readers, Booktrust has an audio option where children can follow the book and listen to someone 

else read for them. 
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