A Boy and a Bear in a Boat
Dave Shelton

“Are we nearly there?”

“Not really, no.”

The boy’s face fell.

“But everything is in hand,” said the bear. “Don’t worry.”

The bear stopped rowing, pulled in the oars and, with a little difficulty, took out from under
his seat a large, battered suitcase. He opened it up and took out a folded-up piece of old,
yellowed paper.

He rather clumsily unfolded it and then held it in front of him as if he were reading a large
newspaper. The side that the boy could see was unmarked, except for a few smears of dirt
and a squashed bug, but one corner had flopped over so that the boy could see just a little
of what was printed on the other side. There was a corner of blue with a grid marked over it
and numbers along the edges. So at least the bear had a map. That was reassuring.

The bear examined the map closely. In fact, the boy could see, the bear’s nose was pressed
against it. The boat moved about a bit and the bear hummed and mumbled to himself.
Then the bear folded up the map (which took him three attempts), put it back in the case
and took out a telescope. He put it to his eye and looked out across the sea ahead of them
and hummed and mumbled some more. Then he put the telescope away and, with a little
more difficulty than it had taken to get it out, put the case back beneath his seat.

“Is everything alright?” said the boy.
The bear shook off a slight frown and turned in the boy’s direction.
“Oh yes,” he said. “Absolutely tickety boo”.



HfL Reading Criteria strands
Vocabulary, Retrieving, Predicting, Inferring, Summarising, (KS1 and 2)
Analysing, Authorial Intent, Comparing (KS2 only)

2a — give / explain the meaning of words in context (HfL Criteria
Vocabulary/Authorial Intent)

HfL Vocabulary - identifies new vocabulary and sentence structure and discusses to develop
understanding
e Notice where the reporting clause is when the bear speaks. Experiment with moving it

(verbally). Do you prefer where the author placed it or would you have liked to put it
somewhere different?
Q Find and copy one word that suggests/shows that something is ‘old and damaged?

Q What does the sentence ‘So at least the bear had a map. ‘ suggest about how the boy
feels about the bear?

2b — retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-
fiction (HfL Criteria Retrieving)

HfL Retrieving - notices the difference between 1st and 3rd person accounts
e  Where has the author moved from first to third person? Why?

Q Give two reasons why the bear should not be trusted.
Q Write down three things that suggest the bear had equipped the boat for a long journey.

Q How did the bear’s face show he might be worried?

2c — summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph (HfL Criteria

Summarising)

HfL Summarising - summarises main ideas from a text

HfL Inferring - justifies their views about what they have read

HfL Inferring - identifies evidence of relationship between characters based on dialogue and
behaviour

e Should the boy trust the bear - discuss

2d — make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence
from the text (HfL Criteria Inferring)

See above for HfL inferring statements

Q How can you tell that the bear doesn’t really know what he is doing?



Q Look at the paragraph beginning ‘The bear examined the map...” How do you know the bear
is not used to using maps?

Q In the first paragraph, how did the bear know the boy was concerned that they were not
nearly back at the shore.



2e — predict what might happen from details stated and implied (HfL Criteria

Predicting)
HfL Predicting - predicts what might happen from details stated and can indicate the
strength/likelihood of their prediction being correct

Q How might this adventure end?

2f — identify / explain how information / narrative content is related and
contributes to meaning as a whole (HfL Criteria Analysing, Comparing)

2g — identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and

phrases (HfL Criteria Vocabulary/Authorial Intent)



