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Phonics Workshop

Wednesday 28th September
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Mrs Cassidy Mrs Potter

Introductions
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Why is phonics so important?

• Reading
• Spelling
• Writing
If a child is unable to read, learning across the 

curriculum become more difficult.
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Why is reading so important?
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Reading allows us to be transported from our own world to 
another. Between the pages of a book, we can become 
immersed in the lives of fictional characters and learn 
about a culture entirely different from our own. We can also 
learn new words and phrases, experience a range of 
emotions, and acquire skills and knowledge.
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So what does reading well at age 11 look like? 
Reading well by the age of 11 means that children should not 
only be able to read the words that are written down, but they 
should have a wider understanding of the meanings behind 
stories and comment on them. As well as being able to read 
books such as Harry Potter and Treasure Island, they should also 
be able to read a range of different materials including 
magazines and newspapers, relevant websites, letters and 
dictionaries. 

Reading is the most fundamental skill that any person needs 
to get on and achieve their potential and the first 11 years 
of a child's life are the period when most learning of 
literacy happens. 
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• Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive 
development than their parents' level of education and is a more powerful 
factor in life achievement than socio-economic background. 

• 16-year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside of school are 
more likely to secure managerial or professional jobs in later life. 

• Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 
16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 
than those who read less regularly. 

• If a child does not learn to read well when young, they can become 
disinterested in education as they get older, get poor qualifications and 
struggle in the world of work. 

• In England, struggling to read is more closely linked to low pay and the risk 
of unemployment than in any other developed country. 
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Studies have shown that those who read for pleasure have higher levels of 
self-esteem and a greater ability to cope with difficult situations. Reading 
for pleasure was also associated with better sleeping patterns. 

Adults who read for just 30 minutes a week are 20% more likely to report 
greater life satisfaction. 

Adults with lower levels of literacy are more likely to believe that they 
have little impact on political processes, and are less likely to 
participate in volunteer activities 

Studies have found that reading for pleasure 
enhances empathy, understanding of the self, and 
the ability to understand one's own and others' 
identities.  For example, reading Harry Potter has 
been shown to improve children's attitudes 
toward stigmatised groups such as refugees. 
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Phonics at Cassiobury
Year 3 
Streamed classes (6) for Autumn/possible Spring
4/5 weekly testing sounds and dictation
Interventions instead of spelling lessons 
Interventions in addition to spelling lessons

Year 4,5 and 6
Interventions instead of spelling lessons 
Interventions in addition to spelling lessons

Phonics first!
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Phonics at Cassiobury
Children working at pre year 2 KS1 access phonics 
through Read Write Inc.  following the infants scheme.

Children working beyond will be taught to build on RWI 
knowledge by using English specific terminology that 
will support them throughout their learning in English.  
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Freddy Fingers/Sounds/Phonemes

stretchy = long

bouncy = short
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Freddy Fingers/Sounds/Phonemes
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Sound it out!

What's the difference between 
phonemes and graphemes?
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End of Year 1 Phonics Screening

RealPseudo
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End of Year 1 Phonics Screening

RealPseudo

HAVE A 
GO!
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Our focus
Phonic vocabulary

Digraph, trigraph, quadgraph

Syllables

Adjacent consonants

Consonant Clusters
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Our focus
Phonic vocabulary

spreading
Let's unpick it!
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Shannon's Game
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Spelling Rules
Alternative Spellings

ai ay a_e a ea
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Essential Spellings
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Essential Spellings

suffix and prefix
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Reading books 
KS1 Fluency focus

Look at some examples!
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How can I help my child at home?
1. Hear them read every day. Encourage them to use their phonics to 
decode by segmenting and blending new words, but also discuss the 
text with them.

2. Read to them and with them as often as possible. Make reading a 
fun and pleasurable time together. Make it a part of the week they 
will look forward to. Dads are extremely important here too. 

3. Join the library. It's free and will allow your child access to so 
many more books.

4. Let them see you reading: books, magazines, newspapers, recipes, 
manuals. 

Make reading a priority and a pleasure in your home. Have fun and 
keep it going all the way to 11. Don't stop when the phonics is secure 
because that's when the fun really starts. 
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Thank you!

Any questions?
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